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FROM: STELLA F. DOERING (X2541) 

DATE: FEBRUARY 6, 1989 

RE: x"^ AH0) : COMMENT ON JAMES GOOLD'S PAPER ON LARYNGEAL CANCER 


Having read the draft of James Goold's industry position 
paper on cancer of the larynx, I offer the following comments. 
The paper covers almost all of the generally accepted theories of 
carcinogenesis and epidemiology except for one which I will address 
in the next section. I could not find error or fault in any of 
the statements Mr. Goold presents, yet the overall tone of the 
paper is rather uninteresting. This is probably more of a stylistic 
difference of opinion than anything, but after reading and rereading 
the paper several times, I still think the information is presented 
in an unconvincing and mundane manner. Because I am uncertain of 
the intended use of this paper, perhaps this style is perfectly 
acceptable. It just does not seem to grab the reader's attention. 


The one theory of causation which is noticeably absent 
from Mr. Goold's paper is that of human papillomavirus (HPV) as an 
etiologic agent for some squamous cell carcinomas of the larynx. 
The following paragraphs provide a brief summary of this theory 
which could be directly incorporated into Mr. Goold's draft if 
desired. 


For more than forty years a condition known as 
laryngeal papillomatosis has been studied to 
determine whether or not malignant transformations 
may occur. 38/ Laryngeal papillomas are generally 
benign epithelial tumors which primarily involve 
the larynx and epiglottis but may extend into the 
trachea and the bronchi. 39/ Histologically they 
resemble skin warts, and they have been identified 
as being caused by specific human papillomaviruses 
(HPVs). 40/ 

HPVs found in other parts of the body, such as the 
genital tract, have been studied and found to 
sometimes undergo malignant transformations. 41/ 
Much is still unknown about the transmittance and 
usual course of adult-onset laryngeal papilloma. 
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However, malignant conversion of these lesions has 
been substantiated. Exposure to chemical carcinogens 
and x-ray and ultraviolet radiation are thought to 
contribute to conversion of laryngeal papillomas 
into malignant squamous cell tumors. 38/# 41/, 42/# 
43/. 


Obviously, I could write much more about the topic of 
HPV, but in keeping with the brief descriptions of causative 
factors/agents contained in the rest of the draft, I chose to 
provide only minimal information about this entity. Please let me 
know if you would like for me to elaborate more on the topic of 
HPVs or any other topic. 
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